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1
HEMOSTASIS CLIP

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims the priority to the U.S. Provisional
application Ser. No. 61/312,360, entitled “Endoscope
Anchoring Device” filed Mar. 10, 2010. The specification of
the above-identified application is incorporated herewith by
reference.

BACKGROUND

Pathologies of the gastrointestinal system, the biliary tree,
the vascular system and other body lumens and hollow organs
are often treated through endoscopic procedures, many of
which require active and/or prophylactic hemostasis to con-
trol internal bleeding. Tools for deploying hemostatic clips
via an endoscope are often used to stop internal bleeding by
clamping together the edges of the wounds or incisions.
Hemostasis clips grasp tissue surrounding a wound and hold
edges of the wound together by applying pressure to the site
to allow natural healing processes to close the wound. Spe-
cialized endoscopic clipping devices are used to deliver the
clips to the desired locations within the body and to position
and deploy the clips at the desired locations after which the
clip delivery device is withdrawn, leaving the clip within the
body. These clips may be left in place until they are sloughed
off through natural processes or removed later through a
separate procedure after the bleeding site has healed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a device for clipping
tissue, comprising a clip including first and second arms
coupled to one another and biased toward an open configu-
ration in which distal ends of the first and second arms are
separated from one another and a core member including a
proximal portion and a distal portion connected to one
another via a frangible link configured to break when sub-
jected to a predetermined tension, the distal end of the core
member being directly coupled to the first arm in combination
with a capsule slidably housing the distal end of the core
member and a proximal portion of the clip, the capsule being
dimensioned so that, when the clip is drawn proximally there-
into, contact between the arms and the capsule move the arms
toward one another into a closed, tissue-gripping configura-
tion, the core member and the capsule being longitudinally
movable relative to one another to move the clip between and
a closed tissue-gripping configuration and the open configu-
ration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a clipping device
according to a first exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view a distal end of a clip of the
clipping device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a side view ofa distal end of a clip according
to an alternate embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 shows a perspective view of a clipping device
according to a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present may be further understood with reference to
the following description and the appended drawings,
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wherein like elements are referred to with the same reference
numerals. The present invention relates to devices for hemo-
static clipping and, in particular, to a hemostatic clip that may
be deployed in a single stage deployment process. Exemplary
embodiments of the present invention provide a core member
including a frangible link that is broken when a predeter-
mined load is exceeded such that the clip may be deployed in
the single stage process. These embodiments also relate to
other types of clipping devices including, but not limited to,
clips for fastening tissue layers together and clips for closing
opening in one or more layers of tissue. For example, the
clipping device may be used to close wounds and/or incisions
for hemostasis of natural or surgical bleeding, “stitching” a
wound, occluding a vessel or lumen, plicating a hollow organ,
attaching tissues, tissue approximation, etc.

As shown in FIG. 1, a clipping device 100 according to a
first exemplary embodiment of the present invention, com-
prises a core member 102 engaging a clip 104 including two
or more arms 106 biased toward an open configuration, in
which distal ends of the arms 106 are spaced apart from one
another. The core member 102 is housed substantially within
a capsule 108 such that the capsule 108 and the core member
102, along with the clip 104 engaged thereto, are movable
relative to one another along a longitudinal axis of the clip-
ping device 100 between the open tissue-receiving configu-
ration and a closed tissue-gripping configuration, in which the
distal ends 130 are moved toward one another to grip tissue
therebetween. The distal ends 130 may include teeth and/or
hooks 134 that extend radially inward to facilitate gripping of
the tissue. For example, as shown in FIG. 2, the hooks 134
may be shaped to correspond to one another such that ends
136 of the hooks 134 are nested when moved toward one
another. In another embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3, a distal
end 130' may include hooks 134' with ends 136' that overlap
to grip tissue therebetween. The arms 106 of the clip 104 may
be formed of a variety of different types of material. For
example, the arms 106 may be formed of spring materials
and/or plastics such as nylon, polyoxymethylene plastic,
PEEK, low density polyethylene (LDPE), etc. Alternatively,
the arms 106 may be formed of metals such as elgiloy, steel,
nitinol, titanium, etc. Additionally, the arms 106 may be
formed of any bioabsorbable and/or biodegradable material.

Movement of the core member 102 and deployment of the
clip 104 is facilitated by a deployment mechanism attached to
a proximal end of the clipping device 100. The clip 104 may
be deployed in a single stage deployment process substan-
tially as described in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/107,
559 entitled “Single Stage Hemostasis Clipping Device” to
Cohen et al., the entire disclosure of which is incorporated
herein by reference. Specifically, the capsule 108 may be
coupled to a bushing (not shown) coupled to a handle via a
flexible member 132 (e.g., a coil), allowing the handle to
remain outside the body while the flexible member extends
along a tortuous path within the body to the target location
(e.g., via a body lumen accessed via a naturally occurring
bodily orifice). The core member 102 may be, for example, a
wire extending through the flexible member 132 connected
between the clip 104 and an actuator on the handle (not
shown) so that, movement of the actuator moves the core
member 102 and the clip 104 proximally and distally relative
to the capsule 108 as will be described below. Thus, longitu-
dinal movement of the core member 102 relative to the cap-
sule 108 and the flexible member 132 moves the clipping
device 100 between the open and the closed configurations.

The capsule 108 extends longitudinally from a proximal
end 110 to a distal end 112 and includes a lumen 114 extend-
ing therethrough for housing a distal end of the core member
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102 and at least a proximal portion of the clip 104. Drawing
the core member 102 proximally relative to the capsule 108
draws the clip 104 proximally into the capsule 108 so that the
capsule 108 progressively covers the arms 106 of the clip 104
forcing the arms 106 toward one another into the closed
configuration. Subsequently, the core member 102 may be
moved distally relative to the capsule 108 to move the clip 104
distally out of the capsule 108 uncovering the arms 106 so that
they revert to the open configuration under their inherent bias.

The core member 102 includes a proximal portion 116
coupled to a distal portion 118 via a frangible link 120
designed to fail when subjected to a predetermined tension.
The distal portion 118 may be housed substantially within the
capsule 108 while the proximal portion 116 extends proxi-
mally therefrom and through the flexible member 132. It will
be understood by those of skill in the art that the frangible link
120 may be formed as a weld or other suitable connection so
long as the connection remains in place until subjected to a
tension of at least a predetermined magnitude and fails when
a load of this magnitude is applied. It will also be understood
by those of skill in the art that the proximal portion 116 and
the distal portion 118 may be two distinct elements with the
frangible link 120 formed as a connection point therebe-
tween. The proximal and distal portions 116, 118 may be
welded, glued or bonded to one another via any other material
designed to break when subjected to a tension of at least the
predetermined magnitude. Alternatively, the proximal and
distal portions 116, 118 may be connected to one another by
one or more mechanical connectors designed to break when
subjected to a tension of at least the predetermined magnitude
or may simply be a weakened portion of the core member 102
configured to fail when subjected to the predetermined ten-
sion. The core member 102 may be formed of plastics such as,
for example, polycarbonate resin thermoplastics and LDPE,
or metals such as steel, aluminum and nitinol.

A distal end 122 of the distal portion 118 engages a proxi-
mal end 124 of the clip 104. The arms 106 of the clip 104 may
be coupled to one another at the proximal end 124. Thus, the
distal end 122 of the core member 102 may engage only one
of'the arms 106, while still providing a force to the entire clip
104 so that movement of the core member 102 moves both
arms 106 while it engages only one of the arms 106. The distal
end 122 of the core member 102 may be curved and substan-
tially hook-shaped such that the distal end 122 is receivable
within an opening 126 in one of the arms 106 at the proximal
end 124 thereof. The distal end 122 may also include a retain-
ing element 128 at an end thereof to prevent the distal end 122
from becoming inadvertently disengaged from the arm 106.
The retaining element 128 may comprise a tab, hook, ball or
other mechanical lock to hold the core member 102 in con-
nection with the arm 106. It will be understood by those of
skill in the art, however, that the distal portion 118 of the core
member 102 may be engaged to one of the arms 106 using any
of a variety of attachment mechanisms so long as the distal
portion 118 engages the arm 106 in a manner preventing the
distal portion 118 from inadvertently disengaging from the
arm 106.

In an exemplary technique according to the present inven-
tion, the clipping device 100 is inserted into the body in the
closed configuration for ease of insertion and advanced to a
position proximate a target portion of tissue to be clipped
(e.g., via a body lumen). The clip 104 is then moved to the
open configuration so that the target tissue is positioned
between the arms 106. The clip 104 is then withdrawn proxi-
mally into the capsule to draw the arms 106 together over the
target tissue gripping the tissue in the closed configuration. It
will be understood by those of skill in the art, however, that

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

the clip 104 may be repeatedly moved between the open and
closed configurations as desired, until the target portion of
tissue is gripped as desired between the arms 106. Once the
target tissue is gripped as desired between the arms 106, the
core member 102 is drawn proximally, urging the arms 106
further proximally into the capsule 108. As distal ends 130 of
the arms 106 are wider than the proximal ends 124 thereof, the
width of the arms 106 defines a maximum extent to which the
arms 106 may be drawn proximally into the capsule 108.
After this maximum extent has been reached, drawing the
core member 102 is further proximally relative to the capsule
108 and the distal ends 130 of the arms 106, increases the
tension on the core member 102 until this load reaches the
predetermined tension. Once the predetermined tension is
reached, the frangible link 120 breaks allowing the proximal
portion 116 to move further proximally relative to the arms
106 and the distal portion 118, which remain within the
capsule 108, freeing the capsule 108 and the clip 104 from the
device 100 and leaving them locked in place gripping the
target tissue. According to an alternative technique, the clip
104 may be similarly deployed by moving the capsule 108
distally relative to the clip 104, while holding the clip 104
steady via the proximal portion 116, until the predetermined
tension is reached breaking the frangible link 120 and freeing
the capsule 108 and the clip 104 from the device 100.

As shown in FIG. 4, a device 200 according to a second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention is substan-
tially similar to the clipping device 100, and comprises a core
member 202 attached to a clip 204 including at least two arms
206. As described in regard to the clipping device 100, the
core member 202 (e.g., wire) includes a proximal portion 216
and a distal portion 218 connected to one another via a fran-
gible link 220. The core member 202 is slidably housed
within a capsule 208 connected to a handle (not shown) via a
flexible member 232 such that the proximal portion 216
extends through the flexible member 232 to an actuator on the
handle. The actuator moves the core member 202 longitudi-
nally relative to the capsule 208 to move the clip 204 between
an open, tissue receiving, configuration and a closed, tissue
gripping, configuration.

The device 200, however, differs from the clipping device
100, in the attachment between the core member 202 and the
clip 204. The distal portion 218 of the core member 202 is
formed integrally with the arms 206 of the clip 204 such that
the arms 206 extend distally from a distal end 228 of the distal
portion 218. The distal portion 218 may be an extension of the
arms 206 that is formed by twisting ends of the arms 206
together. Alternatively, the distal portion 218 may be a tubular
element housing proximal ends of the arms 206 therewithin.
The device 200 is utilized and deployed in substantially the
same manner as described above in regard to the clipping
device 100. In particular, the clip 204 is positioned adjacent a
target portion of tissue and moved to the open configuration.
The target portion of tissue is received between the arms 206
and the core member 202 is drawn proximally into the capsule
208 such that the arms 206 of the clip 204 are drawn together
over the target tissue. Movement of the core member 202
further proximally, moves the arms 206 into the capsule 208
to a maximum extent. The application of additional proxi-
mally directed force to the core member 202 increases the
tension in the core member 202 until the predetermined ten-
sion is reached, breaking the frangible link 220. The proximal
portion 216 continues to move proximally relative to the arms
206 and the distal portion 218, which remain within the
capsule 208, and the capsule 208 and the clip 204 are left
deployed over the target tissue within the body.
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It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications can be made in the structure and the method-
ology of the present invention, without departing from the
spirit or scope of the invention. Thus, it is intended that the
present invention cover the modifications and variations of
this invention provided that they come within the scope of the
appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A device for clipping tissue, comprising:

a clip including first and second arms coupled to one
another and biased toward an open configuration in
which distal ends of the first and second arms are sepa-
rated from one another;

a core member including a proximal portion and a distal
portion connected to one another via a link configured to
separate the proximal portion from the distal portion
when subjected to a predetermined tension, a distal end
of the core member being directly coupled to only the
first arm; and

a capsule slidably housing the distal end of the core mem-
ber and a proximal portion of the clip, the capsule being
dimensioned so that, when the clip is drawn proximally
thereinto, contact between the arms and the capsule
move the arms toward one another into a closed, tissue-
gripping configuration, the core member and the capsule
being longitudinally movable relative to one another to
move the clip between the closed tissue-gripping con-
figuration and the open configuration.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the distal portion is

hook-shaped with the distal end of the distal portion extend-
ing into an opening at a proximal end of the first arm.
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3. The device of claim 2, wherein the distal portion
includes a retaining element at an end thereof to prevent
disengagement of the distal portion from the opening of the
first arm.

4. The device of claim 1, wherein the distal end of the first
arm includes a first gripping element extending radially
inward toward the second arm to facilitate gripping of tissue
therebetween.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the distal end of the
second atm includes a second gripping element extending
radially inward toward the first arm to facilitate gripping of
tissue therebetween.

6. A clipping device, comprising:

a clip including first and second arms connected to one

another at proximal ends thereof;

a core member including a proximal portion and a distal
portion connected to one another via a link constructed
to separate the proximal portion from the distal portion
when subjected to a predetermined load, the distal por-
tion of the core member directly engaging the proximal
end of only the first arm;

a capsule slidably housing the core member and a proximal
portion of the clip, the capsule and the core member
being longitudinally movable relative to one another
such that the clip is movable between an open tissue-
receiving configuration and a closed tissue-gripping
configuration; and

a deployment mechanism including an actuator connected
to the proximal portion of the core member to move the
core member and the clip relative to the capsule.
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